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WORLD LANGUAGE AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETENCY FOR ALL CHILDREN

As citizens of Washington State, we participate in a globally interdependent world. One of every three Washington State jobs is impacted by international trade, making our state one of the most trade-dependent in the country.  Yet students can graduate from Washington high schools without ever having studied a language other than English.

Public schools in Washington State (and throughout the United States) are behind other countries in their offering of world languages and international curriculum in public schools.  If our students are to compete in a global economy, they must have language skills and a broad knowledge of international cultures, history, geography and economies.   We believe it is time for Washington schools to take a leadership role in these areas.
 The Washington State PTA shall initiate and/or support legislation or policies that…

1)  Substantially increase world language study in all grades; but especially in grades P through 5 where it has not been previously available.

2)  Support teaching and learning about world economy, cultures, geography and history in all grades. 

Statements of Support/Explanation:

a)  Please explain why this issue has statewide implications and should be a top priority for WSPTA.

International trade is a key element of Washington State’s economy, and will be even more so in coming decades. Washington’s continued economic success depends on our ability to maintain and enhance our leadership in international business.  Educating students to competency in more than one language and giving them a broad knowledge of world economy, culture, geography and history will prepare our students to create and participate in a healthy Washington State economy.

The primary mission of the WSPTA is to advocate for children – especially by making sure the education they receive in public school will allow them to meet the challenges they face in adulthood.
We know that our children will compete in an increasingly global economy.  We also know that our State is becoming increasingly culturally diverse.  Making sure that children are competent in more than one language, and seeing to it that they are well educated about the world beyond the borders of the United States will be key to their success.
In addition to the economic benefits, multiple studies show that second language study helps close the achievement gap for struggling students.  Children of color, children from economically disadvantaged backgrounds, children of average and below average academic achievement, and English Language Learners are the ones who benefit most from world language study by making the greatest proportional gains in achievement.

Because of these reasons, PTA should make world language and international education a top priority.

b)   How does this issue affect children in your community?
Students in Washington State (and throughout the United States) need to remain competitive in the world economy.  Other countries are making sure students are fluent in more than one language – a skill that business leaders value in employees, especially in Washington State where so many jobs are related to international trade.

All children, and especially children in grades P through 5, have a great capacity to learn language.  All children deserve the opportunity to learn a second language and reap the benefit of that knowledge for their entire lives.
c)   If known, what are the potential fiscal implications of the issue?
Funds will need to be found for teacher training and curriculum development.  Sharing existing curriculum, and collaboration with schools where world language and international studies are already in place (e.g. Portland Public Schools), should be encouraged.
d) Are there any legislators and/or groups or coalitions currently working on this issue?  Please describe any work in progress.

Last year (January 2008), Rep. Shay Schual-Berke introduced HB 2523 to reestablish the World Languages Supervisor position at OSPI.  The Washington Association for Language Teaching Outreach Committee advised Rep. Schual-Berke on strategy.
A broad coalition of activists including, Michele Anciaux Aoki (Anciaux International Communication), has been involved in the effort to reestablish the World Language Supervisor position.  Last year’s bill was co-sponsored by Representatives Shual-Berke, Hudgins, Haseqawa, Roberts, Goodman, Kenney, Santos and Chase.
Also, the Senate Committee on Early Learning and K-12 Education (originally sponsored by Senators Roach, Prentice, Rasmussen, Oemig, Clements, Stevens, Parlette, Delvin and Kline) introduced SB 5714 which would create a pilot program of Spanish and Mandarin Chinese language instruction.

Both these bills had a great deal of support and made progress through the House and Senate, but neither bill was signed this session.  However, the Legislature included funding for both the World Languages Supervisor position and the Pilot Programs for Spanish and Chinese in its final budget.  Great success!

e)  Who would you suggest serve as an issue resource/presenter for this issue at Legislative Assembly and also serve as contact(s) for this issue during the 2009 Legislative Session?  (Can be more than one name.)  Please include name(s) phone #s and email addresses.

Isabel D’Ambrosia

John Stanford International School

Hamilton International Middle School

206-545-7275

n.dambrosia@comcast.net
Sarah Suhadolnik

John Stanford International School

633-0894

sarahsuhadolnik@gmail.com
Michele Anciaux Aoki

Anciaux International Communication

206-234-4029

Michele@anciauxinternational.com
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

The following documents have been compiled to provide support for the World Languages and International Competency issue proposal. 
Schools showing interest in Chinese language: http://internationaledwa.org/chinese/default.htm
International Education Website:
http://internationaled.org/
Article:

http://internationaled.org/PDKmet.htm
Language and National Security:
http://internationaled.org/BriefingBook/6.Building/6.e%20Language%20National%20Sec.doc
http://internationaled.org/nationalsecuritylanguage.htm
Existing Language Immersion Programs in Washington and Oregon:
http://internationaledwa.org/resources/immersion.htm#seattle
Summary of 2006 Washington State International Education Leadership Summit:

http://internationaledwa.org/summit/2006/2006_Summit_Report.pdf
PowerPoint Presentations:

· Washington Learns Languages  (PPT) 

· Early Language Examples  (PPT) 

OSPI has endorsed the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Standards as the voluntary standards for world languages in the state of Washington.  These standards provide general guidance for districts as they develop their world language programs.  An outline of the standards:

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/socstudies/WorldLanguages/voluntarystandards.aspx
WAFLT (Washington Association for Language Teaching)
www.waflt.net 
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