The Chinese Proficiency Test at Seattle University
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The Chinese Proficiency Test, also known as HSK for the Chinese Pinyin “Hanyu
Shuiping Kaoshi,” is China’s National standardized test designed to assess the Chinese language
proficiency of speakers whose first language is not Chinese. It has solidly established its
reputation as a standardized test on Chinese internationally over the last ten years.

There are more than 100 HSK centers in about 30 different nations and regions
worldwide. More than 400,000 people have already taken the HSK and the number increases
dramatically each year. Since Seattle University was designated by the Chinese National Office
for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language to be a test site in 2003, many people in the
Northwest region of the U.S. have taken advantage of the proximity of the facility.

HSK is divided into three categories (Basic, Elementary-Intermediate and Advanced) which
are further broken down to eleven levels. Students scoring satisfactorily on the test will be granted
the Chinese Proficiency Certificate by the State Committee for the Chinese Proficiency Test. The
certificate is readily recognized and accepted all over the world as the authentic certificate--
compared to the Chinese SAT and the AP Chinese test -- when used in pursuing opportunities on
the international job markets as well as educational institutions in the P. R. China.

The National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language also offers scholarship
for studying in China on a short-term or long-term basis to non-native Chinese candidates with
excellent HSK scores and potential. More than a dozen of test takers in the past few years have
received the scholarship through the Seattle University test site.

For more information: http://www.seattleu.edu/artsci/forlang/chin
(206 296-5443); fengm@seattleu.edu



