Best Practices for Language
and Content Instruction

John Stanford International School
February 2, 2008

Co-sponsored by Seattle Public Schools and John Stanford
International School, funded by the State Innovations Grant
from Longview Foundation to the

Washington State Coalition for International Education.



Goals of the Workshop

Learn about the research and best practice for
language learning and teaching in immersion
and mainstream classrooms.

Observe how teachers use best practices in
their classrooms to increase language and
content learning.

Dialogue with presenters and each other
about how to use best practices for classroom
learning.

Consider when and how to incorporate these
best practices into their own teaching.



John Stanford International
School

John Stanford International School is a K-5 elementary
school in the Seattle School District with a Japanese and
Spanish immersion program in which students spend
half the school day immersed in the target language
studying math and science. The other part of the school
day is spent in an English-speaking classroom focusing
on literacy, writing, social studies, and art. John
Stanford also has a Bilingual Orientation Center BOC for
newcomer students who are immersed in English while
continuing their academic learning.



Teacher Presenters

Maria Buceta Miller (K/1 Spanish)
Sabrina Kovacs-Storlie (2/3 Spanish)
Amy Hicks (formerly 2/3 English)
Karol Franz Harisiades (2/3 English)
Nicole Silver (BOC Teacher)

Elisabeth Brace (ELL Teacher)

Michele Anciaux Aoki, Workshop
Coordinator



GLAD Key Trainers

Two GLAD Key Trainers attended the
workshop and answered questions
about Guided Language Acquisition
Design GLAD ( )
— Melissa Corea (
—Jody Bader ( )


http://www.projectglad.com/
mailto:gladcorrea@hotmail.com
mailto:gladbader@hotmail.com

Hosts for the Workshop

Kelly Aramaki, current Principal at John Stanford International School, and Karen Kodama,
founding Principal and current International Education Administrator for Seattle Schools




Pictorial

Pictorial: Participants will see
how a pictorial or big picture
input chart can be used to
create a language rich
environment while
enhancing vocabulary and
key concepts in a reading,
social studies, math or
science unit. A picture is
drawn in front of the class
while the teacher discusses
key concepts from the unit.
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Presenter: Amy Hicks
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Pictorial and Note Taking and
Process Grid

Write a Satisfying ] o
Laalh | = Pictorial and Note Taking:

Q0 = Participants will see a practical
application of a pictorial combined
with the note taking process.
Students practice note taking skills
and comparing and contrasting with
a graphic organizer other than the
double bubble.

Process Grid: Participants will learn
how a process grid, a graphic
organizer, can be used to compare
literature genres, for example fairy
tales from different areas of the
world. This easily transfers to other
subject areas.

Presenter: Karol Franz Harisiades
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Big Book: Participants will
learn how to make a
patterned big book. The big
book focuses on important
concepts, vocabulary and
content standards of the
unit.

Presenter: Maria Buceta
Miller
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Cognitive Dictionary

Cognitive Dictionary:
Participants will see how to
use TPR, word parts, and
student predictions to help
students internalize key
content vocabulary.

Presenter: Sabrina Kovacs-
Storlie
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Pictorials in Spanish Immersion
Classroom (K/1)
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Chants: Participants will hear
and see some examples of
chants designed for ELL
content areas. They will see
how chants can be used for
vocabulary development and
to build fluency.

Presenter: Nicole Silver
(with Elisabeth Brace)
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Non-Fiction/Narrative Input
Chart

Non-Fiction/Narrative Input
Chart: Participants will see
how a text can be "read" to
students in layers in order to
scaffold the content and
vocabulary. The selected
non-fiction text is taken
apart and reconstructed
visually and orally for the
students using key
vocabulary, TPR, and images
from the text.

Presenter: Elisabeth Brace
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Michele, Elisabeth, Sabrina, Karol, Maria, Amy
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