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Attachment A: International Education and Resource Network (iEARN)
Launched in 1988, the International Education and Resource Network (iEARN) is the most experienced and largest educational network of its kind.  iEARN is expanding to additional schools daily and now includes approximately 20,000 teachers in all 50 states and in over 115 countries.  iEARN now directly involves approximately 1,000,000 students in online collaborative educational work every day. 

Through iEARN, teachers and young people (ages 5 - 19) engage in collaborative, project-based learning with peers throughout the world, speaking world languages, gaining 21st century skills, addressing specific curriculum and educational standards and acquiring global perspectives and civic responsibility. Students go far beyond learning about the world and learn with peers around the world. 

While working on curriculum-based projects, students gain international perspectives across cultures and learn that by working together globally, they can learn about and address local and global issues facing the planet. iEARN-USA helps teachers answer the question “Now what?” after they are connected to the Internet.  We provide the national and global connections and curriculum-based content, designed by member educators.  

iEARN encourages on-line, multilingual interaction, in English and in any of 32 other languages spoken by participants across the iEARN global network.  Additionally, iEARN provides professional development options, both face-to-face and through award-winning online professional development courses.  With a team of facilitators from 13 countries, to date iEARN has trained over 800 teachers in 77 countries.  In 2003, iEARN-USA received the Goldman Sachs Foundation Award for Excellence in International Education in the media and technology category.  In 2004 iEARN-USA received the Tech Museum Award in the Education section for “using technology to benefit humanity.”
The Pacific Northwest region worked cooperatively with IEARN this past year and engaged/coached more than 60 teachers in 20 NW schools to develop effective direct global collaborations learning projects with students.  In the coming year, the Pacific NW region staff plan to address the following needs and strategies:
· A teacher professional development and coaching model that demonstrates and assists teachers in the effective implementation of international education in the classroom.  Through teacher training classes over 10 days at the OSPI Training Summer/Winter Institutes 2006, we will provide teacher training, utilizing a variety of proven tools for international education (iEARN teacher tools, Facing the Future curriculum, etc.) then provide in-classroom follow-up coaching to selected teachers to ensure effective implementation.

· Teacher “Starter Kits” that provide the hands-on tools and frameworks for integrating the state Classroom-Based Assessment models into the existing curriculum for Social Studies. Teachers are often enthusiastic about engaging their students in direct global learning collaborations, and they want to tie it to standards, but need the basic tools to lead the way. We will assemble the step-by-step tool kit to get them started.

· A pilot project that provides robust evaluation data on student performance, utilizing the Classroom-Based Assessments.  Teachers are cautious to begin a new approach to international education, unless they have evidence that it can result in concrete student achievement for which the students are being measured. Working with selected teachers we train, we will guide them in using the state assessment tools, and gather/disseminate the results so teachers can see how international education with direct global engagement of students can be implemented and assessed on state measures for success[image: image7.jpg]
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